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Minutes of a meeting of Lapley, Stretton and Wheato n Aston 
Parish Council held in Wheaton Aston Village Hall o n 

Thursday 3 rd June 2010 at 7.30 pm . 
 

Present:  Mrs. B. Cox in the chair Mrs. E. Morgan-Williams 
 Mr. P. Elson Mrs. D. Wildman 
 Mrs. S. Gould Cllr. R. Roberts 
 Mr. T. Noblett Mr. M. Fox 
  
  
Clerk: Mrs. D. Bate  
   

Apologies: PCSO A. Price PC A. Smith 
   
 Cllr. R. Wright  

 
307 Public Participation 
6 members of the public attended. 
 
Issue raised: Sheep worrying 
There is a general lack of care from a minority of walkers who do not keep to the footpaths and 
do not keep their dogs on leashes.  A private track is being trespassed on and property is being 
vandalised 
 
The Chairman offered to put an article in News & Views about the problem, ask Highways to 
erect more signs and send a letter to Sanctuary Housing about tenants trespassing. 
 
Issue raised: Scrap materials 
It was reported that residents had experienced people going on their land uninvited looking for 
scrap metal and other items. 
  
The Clerk was requested to contact South Staffordshire Council. 
 
Issue raised: Litter at the skate-park 
It was reported that the bins are empty but litter is strewn over the ground.  The Chairman 
informed those present that the Parish Council is aware of the litter problem at the skatepark 
and asked for ideas on how to deal with it.  
 
Village Agent, Jan Wright, presented a report on her recent activities. 
 
 
308 To consider the development of Mottey Meadows 
A representative from Natural England attended the meeting and provided the following 
information: 
 
Natural England is an independent organisation.  Mottey Meadows is one of the top five areas 
as a flood plain in the country.  They’ve been asked to carry out stakeholder consultations by 
DEFRA.  There are already strong relationships with Mottey Meadows and residents and so it 
made sense to set up the Friends of Mottey Meadows. 
 
A committee has been set up and plans are being made for its future. 
 
Concerns were raised about increasing access to the meadows.  Councillors were reassured 
that having a large friends group doesn’t mean that the number of permits will be increased. 
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Between 1st June and 31st August there is a mown permissive path.  Outside of these times 
only permit holders can access it.  Friends will act as voluntary wardens during 1st June to 31st 
August. 
 
Dogs are allowed on leads but not loose. 
 
Friends of Mottey Meadows will increase the patrolling of the reserve. 
 
Membership of the Friends is £5 per year for an adult and £10 per household. 
 
The Chairman thanked the representative for taking the time to travel to the meeting and for 
attending to answer concerns from councillors. 
 
309 Apologies 
The apologies were accepted. 
 
310 Declarations of interest 
Mr. Elson & Mrs Wildman – Member of the Friends of Mottey Meadows 
Mr. Fox – Member of Lapley with Wheaton Aston PCC 
 
311 To approve the minutes of 6 th May 2010 
The minutes were approved and the Chairman given permission to sign them at the end of the 
meeting with the following amendment. 
 
Mr. Fox to be added as present. 
 
312 To receive report from Clerk 
The Clerk gave the following report: 

·  284 
The Village Orderly has been asked to cement the gnome in at Stretton. 
 
·  289 
The clerk has raised the issue of two incidents being missed off the May report with PC 
Smith.  His immediate thought was that they appeared on the April report but he will check 
and apologises if he has omitted them. 
 
The clerk has raised the issue of speeding on Marston Road, Wheaton Aston and Stretton 
with PC Smith.  Speed checks have been requested at both locations and should take place 
in the near future. 
 
·  299 
The clerk has written to both Highways and the Police regarding potential speed reduction 
measures on Marston Road and Lapley Lane, Stretton. 
 
·  300 
The clerk has requested quotes for fencing & a hedge at Marston Road field from Blooming’ 
Gardens and AFEB.   
 
·  Deadline for items for the July meeting 
18th June 2010  
(Please note that this is the last meeting until 2nd September 2010.) 
 
·  Work priorities for June 

o Enter 2009/10 accounts so far onto Edge accounts system 
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o Produce News and Views 
o BKG 
o Lapley & Stretton consultation 
o Birchenshaw Lane 
o Village Hall & Sports & Recreation Ground 
o Respond to Mr. Palmer 
o Carry out actions from May and June meetings 
o Send year end accounts to Audit Commission 
o Identify a potential locum 
o Attend the SPCA Clerk’s Day 
o Organise Information Sessions for potential councillors (with SPCA) 
o Organise RoSPA Training 

 
The report was accepted. 
 
313 To receive police report and consider policing matters 
The Chairman gave the following report which had been received from PC A. Smith: 
CRIMES IN THE AREA from 06/05/2010 to 03/06/2010  
                                                                             
1. BURGLARY DWELLINGS. 0 
2. TOMV & TFMV. Theft of motor vehicle 0 
                                    Theft from moto r vehicle 0 
3.  DRUGS. 0  
4.  VIOLENCE. 1 (Wheaton Aston)   
5.  ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. 4 (Wheaton Aston) 
6. CRIMINAL DAMAGE. 3 (Wheaton Aston)  
 
Other items for attention.  

1. PC 4830 SMITH and PCSO PRICE will not be able to attend the meeting due to both 
working on a road safety operation during daytime. 

2. The Anti-Social behaviour calls are in connection with youths drinking and smoking and 
causing litter around the skate park and some youths climbing the scaffolding on the 
church. Myself and Adrian will continue to monitor this and reduce the phone calls that 
get reported. 

3. The 1st criminal damage was to a window belonging to the vacant properties next to the 
post office, Wheaton Aston. No CCTV or witnesses. The other two reports of criminal 
damage are to the property owned by a local resident behind Sowdley Green. It is an 
isolated area and more hi-vis patrol will be conducted and we will also be liaising with 
Sanctuary Housing to get fencing erected behind Sowdley Green to stop youths/other 
persons from gaining access. 

4. The violence was a report of a 17year being assaulted with an iron bar by a male in his 
40’s. The male was arrested and has been dealt with accordingly. 

5. Myself and PCSO PRICE have been made aware of concerns of speeding vehicles on 
Marston Road. We are aware that this is an ongoing problem and speed check 
operations will be conducted on a more regular basis. Please can you inform me via the 
clerk of the best time to be on Marston Road and encourage persons to report incidents 
direct to myself and Adrian and not to members of the Parish Council. 

The Clerk was asked to inform PC Smith that early commuters (c. 6am) cause problems at 
Lapley Lane and also late night drivers.  On Marston Road the early morning school run seems 
to bring speeding vehicles. 
 
314 To receive report from the County Councillor 
County Councillor. Roberts presented the following report: 
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The Chairman thanked Councillor Roberts for his report.  District Councillor Roy Wright was 
unable to attend and there was no report. 
 
315 To consider planning matters: 
Following discussion the following responses were agreed: 
10/00335/FUL 33 School Road, Wheaton Aston, ST19 9NP 
No objection 
 
10/00352/LUP Lock Cottage, Long Street, Wheaton Aston, ST19 9NF 
No comment. 
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10/00374/FUL Park View, Park Lane, Lapley, ST19 9JT Summer House 
No objection 
 
The following decisions were reported: 
 
10/00123/FUL Lock Cottage , Long Street, Wheaton Aston   Gone to appeal 
10/00216/FUL 10 High Street, Wheaton Aston     Granted 
10/00221/FUL Land adjacent to 10 High Street, Wheaton Aston Granted 
 
316 To receive year end accounts 
It was resolved to accept the year end accounts summary and annual return.  The Chairman 
signed the both documents. 
 
317 To consider a report from the Forward Planning & Finance Working 
Group. 

Forward Planning & Finance Working Group Meeting 
Wednesday 19 th May 2010 

Recommendations 
 

1. Insurance Policy 
It was resolved that the clerk should appoint Aviva through Came & Co.  to provide 
insurance cover for 2010/11.  (The clerk was delegated power to make the decision at the 
full Parish Council meeting on 6th May 2010.) 
 
2. IT Support Contract 
The IT Manager and a member of his team have visited the clerk and examined the Parish 
Council’s IT equipment.  They propose to launch their IT support package for parish 
councils following a trial with Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council.   
 
They carried out various improvements at no cost during the initial visit, and will visit the 
clerk’s home to check the security of her internet access as this is used for work purposes at 
times. 
 
It is recommended that the Parish Council purchases a half day support voucher at a cost of 
£120 and agrees to work proposed by South Staffordshire Council which they estimate will 
take one hour. 
 
3. Capital Grants and Loans Scheme 
The following amounts are left available in the scheme for our parish: 
£8204.52 – Grants up to 50% of ex-vat value of project 
£17,000 – Loans up to 40% of ex-vat value of project 
 
The following suggestions to take advantage of the scheme are as follows: 
Fencing at Marston Road Field 
Fencing at Broadholes Lane Play Area 
Fencing at car park 
Drainage at Marston Road Field 
Toilet & showers at Marston Road Field 
Village hall central heating 
CCTV 
St. Mary’s church 
 
The FP&FWG recommends that: 
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·  the clerk obtain legal advice on the responsibilities of the Parish Council to the 
recreation ground and the village hall 

·  the clerk asks for copies of the accounts for both trusts 
·  the FP&FWG meets again in 6 weeks to consider responsibilities to both trusts and 

formulate proposals for projects to use the grants and loans scheme. 
 

4. Parish Council Office 
The clerk has received notice that the rent for the Parish Council office has increased by 5% 
backdated to 1st April.  The FP&FWG are unhappy with the increase considering that no 
improvements have been made to the office as requested.  The FP&FWG are also 
concerned that no notice has been given of the rent increase and that it has not been 
budgeted for. 
 
The FP&FWG recommends that the Parish Council examine alternative options for office 
accommodation whilst trying to resolve the current office facilities with the school as 
landlord.  Options suggested are office space at Vernon Lodge, Staffordshire Youth Service, 
Leabank House or converting an empty shop in the centre of Wheaton Aston. 

 
It was resolved to approve the insurance cover with Aviva.   
It was resolved it approve the purchase of four hours IT support with South Staffordshire 
Council. 
It was resolved to not accept the rent increase of 5%.  The Clerk was asked to request that the 
school substantiate the 5% rise considering that the office does not meet health and safety 
requirements and no improvements have been made.  The Clerk was also asked to repeat the 
request for improvements to the office accommodation as the Parish Council had received no 
response from the school. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to investigate possible alternative options for office space. 
 
318 To consider a grant request from Friends of Mot tey Meadows 
Mrs. Wildman and Mr. Elson left the room. 
 
It was resolved to award a grant of £300 to Friends of Mottey Meadows. 
 
Mrs. Wildman and Mr. Elson re joined the meeting. 
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319 To approve payment of accounts 
The clerk distributed a financial statement to 30.04.10.  The accounts on the attached list were 
approved. 
 

Expenditure 
Budget 

2010/2011 
Exp to 

30.04.10 

Committed 
Expenditure 
to 31.05.10 

Balance 

General Administration 23050.00 520.00 3980.86 18549.14 

Repairs & Maintenance 22665.00 0.00 268.69 22396.31 

Villages' Improvements 3000.00 0.00 127.80 2872.20 

Play Areas 1000.00 0.00 261.00 739.00 

Summer Play Scheme 4000.00 0.00 0.00 4000.00 

Christmas Celebrations 8000.00 0.00 1539.01 6460.99 

Youth Facilities 2275.00 0.00 0.00 2275.00 

Donations 4000.00 1350.00 0.00 2650.00 

General Administration Petty Cash 1682.00 0.00 0.00 1682.00 

Capital Expenditure 250.00 0.00 0.00 250.00 

TOTAL excluding VAT 69922.00 1870.00 6177.36 61874. 64 

     

Income 

Budget 
2010/2011 

Inc to 
30.04.10 

Remaining 
expected 
income 

Balance 

Precept 2009/10 61046.00 30747.00 0.00 30299.00 

Grants 880.00 0.00 75.00 805.00 

Interest Lloyds TSB 30 Day Notice Account 20.00 0.00 0.00 20.00 

Interest Nationwide Treasurer's Account 250.00 0.00 0.00 250.00 

Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 1.51 -1.51 

Flicks in the Sticks income 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Summer Play Scheme 1000.00 0.00 0.00 1000.00 

Playing Pitch Hire 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00 

Total 63496.00 30747.00 76.51 32672.49 

     

Bank Balances 30.04.10    

Petty Cash 250.00    

Actual Lloyds TSB Treasurer's Account  34388.18    

Unpresented Cheques 4834.75    

Real Lloyds TSB Treasurer's Account 29553.43    

Lloyds TSB Business 30 Day Notice Account 27.01    

Nationwide Community Facilities Account 34057.27    

Total 63887.71    

     

     

Ear Marked Reserves      

Election Reserves 3000.00    

Contingency (4 months of precept) 20348.67    

Projects 2500.00    

Total 25848.67    

     

Total Funds Available 30/04/10     

Total of Bank Balances 63887.71     

Money Held for Third parties 0.00     

Ear Marked Reserves 25848.67     

Total 38039.04     

 
 
320 To consider Staffordshire County Council Highwa ys matters 
The Clerk reported that she had attended a training session on the trial highways website which 
enables her to view all completed and outstanding work for the Neighbourhood Highway Team. 
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The clerk presented a list of outstanding work and asked members to add any other items to be 
carried out by the NHT visit on 25th June.  Members were also asked to prioritise work for the 
team. 
 
It was resolved that there was no objection to the proposed diversion of bridleway no. 30.  The 
Clerk was asked to chase South Staffordshire Council about the illegal car wash signs and a-
boards outside The Coach and Horses. 
 
321  To consider matters of parish maintenance 
a) Primrose Bank Play Area 
The Clerk reported that she had received the RoSPA report and that Mr. Jones and Mr. Bowen 
had offered to plant wildflower seeds. 
 
The clerk was asked to initiate the following repair work: 
 
Replace rotten posts on the trim trail 
Replace missing monkey bar  
Replace swing fixings  
Tighten up goalposts. 
 
b) Marston Road Field 
The Clerk reported that she had received the RoSPA report and that Mr. Bissell had agreed to 
an additional half hour per week to inspect the skatepark. 
 
Mr. Fox left the room 
c) Lapley Churchyard 
It was resolved that AFEB, Bruce Wells and Paul Jones be approached for comparative quotes 
for the tree work at Lapley Churchyard.  
 
Mr. Fox returned to the room 
 
Mr. Noblett reported that the finger post at Sunnybank junction has a finger missing.  The Clerk 
was instructed to ask Mr. R. Cox to replace it. 
 
The clerk is also to ask Mr. Cox to remove the word “Hall” from the fingerpost on Marston Road, 
so that it reads “Village Car Park”. 
 
322 To consider a report from WAPSWG 
Mr. Noblett reported that Mrs. Doyle and he had met with Pat Davies from South Staffordshire 
Council to consider quote, contract etc...  The amended contract was agreed yesterday. 
 
It was agreed that 17th August 2010 was not viable for an official opening and that an 
alternative date should be sought.  3rd September was suggested as a possible date. 
 
The skate park sign is not up and the temporary signs have been removed.  The Clerk was 
instructed to replace the temporary signs and chase up Best Sign for the permanent sign.   
 
323 To consider nominating a Parish Councillor to t he School Governing 
Body 
 
It was resolved that Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council would not nominate a 
councillor to become a school governor. 
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324 To receive reports from representatives to othe r meetings 
Meeting: OPW – AGM 10 th May 
Mrs. Eileen Morgan-Williams reported that finances are healthy and the day centre has 3 
places vacant.  They are not running the Christmas card list any longer as it was proving difficult 
to manage.  They have approached the village hall for permission to put a freezer in.  They are 
holding various fundraising activities. 
 
Meeting: 12 th May, Leisure Club 
Mrs. Eileen Morgan-Williams reported that membership is at capacity with 10 on the waiting list. 
Lapley residents struggle to make meetings due to lack of transport.  The couple who organise 
trips would like to hand over responsible to someone else.  
 
Village hall AGM 
Mrs. Eileen Morgan-Williams reported that there is still no secretary and that improvements are 
needed (lighting, decoration, heating, curtains etc).  The Chairman informed councillors that 
details will be given to the village agent who has offered to help with funding and advice. 
 
325 To receive correspondence 
Members were asked to note the following correspondence: 
 
Mr. Howe Email re: Marston Road Field 
Mr. Palmer Request for further financial information 
Mr. MacDonald Email response 
 
Councillors felt that the Parish Council should charge for the clerk’s time in providing 
information.  The Parish Council’s Freedom of Information charges are to be reviewed at the 
July meeting. 
 
326 Any other brief matters of report 
It was reported that: 
The PCC had received a phone call commenting on how well Lapley graveyard is being kept. 
 
Lapley councillors have received complaints about the condition of Lapley churchyard.  It was 
explained that the ride on mower was levelling out the ground. And in the short term had 
caused bald patches.  Over time they will recover. 
 
A sign by South Staffordshire Council for the change of direction of the bridleway has been 
erected. 
 
The Chairman had received a suggestion for 30mph signs to be put on dustbins along Marston 
Road.  It was felt that this was unsuitable for Wheaton Aston. 
 
A young resident who regularly runs along Marston Road has complained that she felt 
uncomfortable jogging past cars with youths in parked on Marston Road.  It was agreed that the 
Parish Council could not assist in this matter. 
 
A resident had complained about the amount of dog mess at Primrose Bank Play Area.  He had 
picked up 3 lots at his last visit.   
 
The clerk was asked to invite Mr. Lefroy MP to attend the September meeting. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting to members of the public. 
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327 To consider Parish Council responsibilities as custodian trustees 
 
The Clerk presented advice to councillors from South Staffordshire Council on personal and 
prejudicial interests.  It was agreed that all councillors should review their Register of Interests 
Form. 
 
It was confirmed that the five councillors who represent the Parish Council on the Village Hall 
Management Committee are trustees of the charity and have a responsibility to ensure that it is 
solvent.  The Parish Council as custodian trustee also has an interest in the Village Hall 
remaining solvent.  The Village Hall has been making an increasing loss over the past few 
years, relying on reserves to pay bills.  It was resolved that the Clerk should investigate a 
suggestion involving the Parish Council working with the Village Hall to improve their finances. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30pm 
 
 
 
Signed................................................   Date: 1st July 2010 
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Payment of Accounts 
 Accounts paid during the month 

       
           None                    
                      

   £ including 
VAT 

Salaries & associated costs Salaries, PAYE & Pension Payments £1002.98 

Cash  Top up of petty cash £247.58  

ESPO  Cable ties  £    9.87 

ESPO  Office stationery £  60.18 

ESPO Office stationery £  19.44 

South Staffordshire Council Removal of post at car park £118.26 

Kallkwik Spring 2010 newsletters £185.00 

Suttons Summer seeds for car park £  18.04 

AFEB Ltd January 2010 maintenance £158.62 

Wheaton Aston Village Hall Hall Hire £  83.60 

NALC LCR Subscription 13.50 

Blachere Hire of Christmas Motif Lights 1756.63 

NPower Christmas illuminations 50.89 

M. Bissell Expenses 16.00 

Plantscape Lamppost planters 150.17 

Play Safety RoSPA Inspection 306.68 

   
 


